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1.0 STEWARDSHIP ACTIVITIES
1.1 Baringo County Farmers Training - Perkerra
The Agrochemicals Association of Kenya
(AAK) in collaboration with the National
Irrigation Authority (NIA) organized a 5-day
farmers training in 5 different schemes
of Baringo County. The training was held
between 9thMonday to 13th Friday of March
2020.

The main objective of the training was to
sensitize the farmers on the Responsible and
Safe Use of Pesticides in the schemes.

NO.OF FARMERS
REACHED

Sr.#

SCHEME

VENUE

1

Perkerra

Perkerra Scheme Hall

103

2

Kapkuikui

Kapkuikui Church

43

3

Eldume

Eldume Church

50

4

Kamoskoi

Kamoskoi County Hall

47

5

Sandai

Sandai Primary School

64

TOTALS

Participants during the training at Kamoskoi

Participants during the training at Perkerra

307
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participants during the training at Sandai

participants during the training at Kamoskoi

participants during the training at Eldume
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1.2 Obsolete Pesticide Stocks
AAK takes the safeguarding and proper
disposal of obsolete pesticides as a high
priority. We received reports of obsolete
stocks at Kenya Seed Company last year
and in the 1st quarter of 2020, AAK oversaw
the proper safeguarding and disposal of
24.6 Tonnes of obsolete pesticides. These
ranged from herbicides, seed dressing,
fungicides to insecticides which had expired
in their stores. The materials were collected
by Environmental Combustion Consultant
Limited and disposed at their Migori facility.
In February and March, 2020, AAK also
verified the existence of about 11 Tonnes of
Obsolete pesticides at National Irrigation
Board stores in Ahero and Perkerra. We are in

touch with the administration to ensure the
materials are safeguarded and disposed in
the proper manner. The pesticides are mainly
herbicides, fungicides and insecticides.

“In February and March,
2020, AAK also verified
the existence of about
11 Tonnes of Obsolete
pesticides at National
Irrigation Board stores in
Ahero and Perkerra.”

1.3 Member Company training on Responsible use.
On 12th and 13th February, 2020, technical
staff from the East Africa Business Co
Ltd (EABCL) undertook a training on
responsible use of pesticides offered by
AAK. The training acts as a refresher for field
staff to impart knowledge on the acceptable
practices when it comes to the handling
of pesticides. Course content includes

responsible handling of pesticides, the use
of PPE, proper application techniques, first
aid and avoidance of pesticide resistance.
AAK urges all member companies to take
the opportunity and enroll their staff for the
training which can be conveniently offered
at their premises

1.4 Spray Service Providers (SSPs) Training On Implementation of A Pest
Free Area (PFA) In Makueni County
In 2018, AAK entered into a partnership
with Kenya Crops and Dairy Market Systems
Activity for the training and deployment
of 880 SSPs in 11 Counties. As part of the
activities under the initiative, Makueni
County was to put in place a Mango Fruit fly

880
Number of spray service providers
in 11 Counties trained by AAK in
partnership with Kenya Crops and
Dairy Market Systems Activity.

pest free area which shall open avenues for
the sale of mangoes to export markets.
In Late February and Early March, 2020,
112 SSP’s from Makueni underwent a 2-day
training on establishing and maintaining a
PFA which was facilitated by KEPHIS. The
SSPs are a crucial cog in the implementation
of the Pest Free Area (PFA), since they
shall offer much needed ground support
to KEPHIS. The support shall come in the
form of enumeration of farmers and giving
advisory services to farmers on the IPM
approach to establishment of a PFA.
AAK urges its members with solutions for
mango production to take an active part
and use the SSPs to reach out to mango
farmers for the benefit of all stakeholders in
the mango value chain.
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2.0 REGULATORY ACTIVITIES
2.1 Impact of COVID-19 on Agrochemicals Industry
The COVID-19 pandemic has massively
impacted agrochemical industries, bearing
challenges that have affected the registration
of new products, importation of registered
products and even the distribution and
sales of pest control products, among other
inputs.

WHO rolling updates and events on
Corona Virus disease (COVID-19) as they
happen https://www.who.int/emergencies/
diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/events-asthey-happen

Findings from a survey conducted by the
Agrochemicals Association of Kenya (AAK)
show that the registration of new products
has declined by more than 50% because
of the COVID-19 pandemic. This was based
on data collected from country of origin
and the scarce availability of respondents
for the survey since the pandemic greatly
affected the presence of staff, following the
government’s directive on social distancing.

-51%

Another
government
directive
on
restriction of movement has led to a decline
in the sales of pest control products.
These sales went down by more than 45%
which inevitably affects the lifespan of the
pest control products. In fact, 69% of the
respondents are afraid that the products may
expire if transportation remains restricted
during the pandemic.
The survey further reveals that operations
in the agrochemicals industry have reduced
by 51% because of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Read more information on COVID-19 via
our website:
Business perspectives on the impact of
coronavirus on Kenya’s economy. Report
by KEPSA https://agrochem.co.ke/businessperspectives-on-the-impact-of-coronaviruson-kenyas-economy-report-by-kepsa/

COVID-19 testing in Nairobi, Kenya

Percentage by which operations
in the agrochemicals industry
have reduced since the outbreak
of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Countries all over the world have
implemented economic policy measures in
response to the consequences of Covid-19.
From recovery plans to loan freezes and
temporary exemptions, find out what those
policy measures are across Africa and the
Middle East
https://agrochem.co.ke/overview-on-thestatus-of-covid-19-related-market-driversfor-pesticides-in-ame-countries/
You can also download our COVID-19
messages and posters via https://agrochem.
co.ke/category/covid-19/
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2.2 Implementation of crop grouping guidelines for cereals, vegetables,
herbs and species

Participants of the workshop

Joseph Kibaki, Bayer E.A Ltd – During Crop Grouping Workshop
It was good news for the agrochemicals
industry and growers when the Pest Control
Products Board (PCPB) in collaboration with
AAK on January 22, 2020 held a sensitization
forum on crop grouping guidelines for
cereals, herbs and vegetables. This involved
members of the industry as well as efficacy
institutions.
The objective of the extrapolation guideline
is to reduce data on efficacy, phytotoxicity
and residues required for registration of the
pest control products.
This is after realizing that most of the
products by export producers have been

getting rejected at the port of exit because
they contain pests yet most pest control
products were initially not registered to be
used on herbs and spices.

“most of the products by
export producers have
been getting rejected at
the port of exit because
they contain pests.”
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During the workshop, PCPB informed
members that the guidelines are to be
implemented instantly. It is expected
that members have started to utilize the
extrapolation guidelines and that the number
of Pest Control Products available for minor
crops has increased.
Members are encouraged to fully utilize the
available guidelines on cereals, vegetable,
herbs and spices as we strive to develop
more guidelines on fruits and industrial
crops.
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Link for the guidelines http://www.pcpb.
g o. ke /w p - co n te n t /u p l o a d s /2 0 2 0/0 1 /
Guidelines-for-Efficacy-and-Crop-safetydata-extrapolation.pdf;
http://www.pcpb.go.ke/wp-content/
uploads/2020/01/Guidelines-for-Residuedata-extrapolation-and-Crop-grouping.pdf

Various vegetables and spices

2.3 Updates on Pre-veriﬁcation on Conformity to standards (PVoC)
The presidential directive via a circular
OP/CAB 9/83A dated June 4th, 2019 was
meant to enhance the efficiency of import
clearance at the port of entry by reducing the
number of agencies from 28 to 4. However,
the initiative ended up increasing delays and
costs incurred while importing goods.
AAK and KEPSA, together with other
affected business associations intervened
and saw the suspension of PVoC for
pesticides, fertilizers and veterinary inputs,
which will be effective for six months.
Discussions are underway to consider total
exemption of the products from PVoC
requirements as before.

“AAK and KEPSA together
with other aﬀected
business associations
intervened and saw the
suspension of PVoC for
pesticides, fertilizers and
veterinary inputs.”

Of importance to note is that on 28th
April a legal notice no. 78 amended the
legal notice of December 2019 to exempt
the industry from the requirements of PVoC.
Going forward, Pest Control Products
(PCPS), veterinary medicines, seeds are now
fully exempted from the requirements of
PVoc.

Pest Control Products (PCPS),
veterinary medicines, seeds are
now fully exempted from the
requirements of PVoC.
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3.0 ANTI-COUNTERFEIT ACTIVITIES
3.1 ACA Meru outreach programme.
AAK participated in a sensitization forum
that was held in Meru town. This was set
towards the implementation of the National
Action Plan that is meant to combat illicit
trade.
The outreach was organized by the
Anti-Counterfeit Authority (ACA) with the
objective of sharing the provisions of the
National Action Plan and chart a way in
enacting anti-illicit enforcement operations.
AAK also joined ACA in a second validation
workshop that discussed the national
baseline survey on the extent of counterfeits
and other forms of illicit trade in Kenya. This
took place from March 12 to March 14 at
Maanzoni lodge in Machakos County.

Executive Director, ACA addressing media
at Meru Polytechnic.

Amiran Kenya accreditation meeting, Amiran
offices

AAK exhibiting accreditation concept /tips
for identifying counterfeit.

AMIRAN KENYA accreditation meeting

SSP spraying of cabbages.
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3.2 Accreditation sensitization meetings
This year, the accreditation taskforce
at AAK reviewed their strategies. AAK
members
who
had
not
undergone
accreditation sensitization were informed on
the proposed dates for the training. So far,

two (2) members have responded and their
staff have been trained. However, the dates
were interrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
The proposed schedule is to be revised
and new dates will be communicated.

4.0 INSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES
4.1 AAK member service satisfactory survey 2020.
The Agrochemicals Association of Kenya
(AAK) strives to maintain standard of
service and sustainable communication
system that serves the interests and needs
of its members, stakeholders and the public.
The general purpose of this survey was to
establish the extent to which AAK members
are satisfied with the services provided by
the Association. The survey is conducted
annually and targets full, affiliate and
associate members of AAK.
The questionnaire was administered to
members via google forms. 82% of the
survey respondents were full members.

Affiliate, associate and other respondents
comprised of 9%, 4% and 5% respectively.
Overall, a sample of 24 participants was
achieved which represents 32% of AAK’s
membership.
The Association was fairly rated in regards
to its services and mandate. 67% stated
that they were very satisfied with services
offered at AAK, while 64% reported that the
Association was very responsive to members’
concerns, and 45% cited that the services
offered at the secretariat are reliable.

Composition of respondents.
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On negative campaign against Pest Control Products (PCPs)
50% indicated that the negative campaigns against PCPs have greatly affected their
businesses while 50% responded that the campaigns had no impact on their businesses.
This can be attributed to the efforts put in place by AAK to counteract these negative
campaigns.
Campaigns negatively affected business
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Campaigns had no effect on business

On the new tax regime
77% of members indicated they were coping well with the new tax regime introduced by
the government.
Coping well with new tax regime
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Recommendations of the survey
on how AAK can improve
service delivery

• AAK to help in product registration
be providing registration guidelines to
members. A snapshot of the industry to
be shared annually.
• AAK to continue being proactive on
matters taxation and take a strategic
approach towards other issues affecting
members.
• The association to incorporate Bio
pesticide and improve IPM in its agenda.
• AAK should organize regular forums to
discuss emerging issues, and update
members on such issues.
• Training on Responsible Use and
awareness creation should be a priority
• Holding
industry
forums
with
multinationals,
local
and
generic
companies
where
a
common
understanding of issues can be achieved.
• Regular customer care visitation to
members
• AAK
to
embrace
technology.
E-communication especially on issues
affecting farmers.
• Lobbying relevant authorities and
leveraging more funds to support the
industry.
• Membership certiﬁcates should always
be ready at the beginning of the year.
• AAK to improve its visibility on print
media- regarding matters counterfeiting.
• The industry through AAK should
forecast and have a clear picture of what
the future of the pesticides industry
will look like. This could be done using
available data on importation.
• Liaise with KRA and KEBS on tax and
PVoC issues.

80%

90% 100%

Answered otherwise

On negative campaigns against
pesticides

• AAK to conduct campaigns and trainings
for members, the public, farmers and
growers about safe use of agrochemicals.
• AAK to have a brainstorming forum with
the industry members regarding this
issue.
• The task force that was constituted has
done a good work and should continue
pilling up pressure.
• The industry needs to win the hearts of
farmers, regulators and the government
to win this war.
• The work of product stewardship,
regulatory and fight against counterfeits
has been good and this should continue.
• Close partnership between government
agencies, members and AAK should be
strengthened.
• Being proactive and engaging with
stakeholders to display AAK’s role and
responsibility in ensuring safety and
better use of crop protection products.
• Ensure
active
representation
in
key decision bodies and regulatory
authorities.
• Actively participate in driving policy and
government’s Big-4 agenda.
• Liaise with politicians who have no
personal interest on the proposed ban on
hazardous pesticides.
• Invest more on media campaigns.

[Actively participate
in driving policy and
government’s Big-4 agenda.]
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On how AAK can improve on
training needs of members.
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•

Consistency in sharing information to
the members.
Regularly meeting with regulatory
bodies and stakeholders.
Communicating in advance when
conducting the Safe Use trainings and
sharing training records/events to
member companies.
Enhance digital visibility on stewardship
topics. AAK to push for the development
of guidelines such as the revalidation of
products.
Consulting with the members whenever
AAK intends to hold trainings.
Create an advisory plan through emails
and sessions.
Organizing networking forums with
relevant parties (online webinars can be
applicable during the COVID-19 season).
Holding frequent surveys on speciﬁc
issues.
Strengthening
AAK
taskforce
committees.

[Consulting with the
members whenever AAK
intends to hold trainings.]
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Challenges on the introduced
Pre-Export Veriﬁcation of
Conformity (PVoC) for imports
to Kenya
•

•

•
•

•

•

•

There is a lot of time spent on inspection
during the PVoC process hence delays
in shipment. Delay of shipment, leads to
missing of market window.
PVoC has negatively aﬀected farmers
since cost has been transferred to the
end users. This has also increased the
cost of importation.
Challenges in old certiﬁcates, new
renewal receipts at times not matching,
retrieval of lost certificates from PCPB.
PVoC does not match the current
situation.
Higher costs incurred in
delivering CPP and poor customer care
by PVoC agents.
There seems to be a disconnect between
KEBS office and the team on the ground.
Circulars issued at KEBS office are
sometimes ignored or misinterpreted by
staff at the ports of entry.
PVoC partners (SGS, Meritas Veritas
etc.) seem not to understand the
PCP regulations. They insist on
documentations
that
are
not
a
requirement e.g. ISO certification of
manufacturers at the country of origin.
Companies involved in the inspection
process have limited knowledge on
pesticides.

Campaign aimed at turning
attention to increased food
production in 2020

Agrochemicals Association of Kenya/
CropLife Kenya is running a campaign
which is aimed to turn Kenyan’s attention
to increased food production as a top
priority to avoid starvation during COVID-19
ependemic and fight against desert locust
swarms

The campaign’s hash tag is #EveryCropCounts,
#KeepFarming. We encourage our members
to directly post the messages on their social
media platforms to have a wider reach.
For more information on our campaign
messages please download the calendar of
our social media activities via: https://www.
dropbox.com/t/Lz78bZCr6cCnw6Bi
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AGROCHEMICALS ASSOCIATION OF KENYA (AAK)
Cooper Center (Mashiara Park), Off Waiyaki Way, Kaptagat Rd
P.O. Box 13809 – 00800, Nairobi, Kenya
020 2464811, 020 2464812 / +254 734447777 / +254 710447777
info (@) agrochem.co.ke
www.agrochem.co.ke/

