(AAK)

NEWSLETTER
APRIL - JUNE 2018
PARTNERSHIP BUILDING
REGULATORY, POLICY AND STANDARDS
INSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT
PRODUCT STEWARDSHIP

Newsletter - April June - AAK

1

Newsletter April - June 2018

Contents
CHAPTER 1.0: PARTNERSHIP BUILDING
1.1 AAK Board meets Parliamentary Committee on Agriculture.
1.2 Meeting with Departmental Committee on Finance and National Planning on the
proposed Tax Laws (Amendment) Bill 2018.
1.3 Strategy meeting against counterfeits held at Eka Hotel Nairobi, 26 June 2018
1.4 AAK joins Anti-Counterfeit Agency (ACA) in fight against counterfeits.
2008.

1.4.1 The destruction of counterfeit goods at the Envirosafe EPZA Grounds, Athi River.
1.4.2 Stakeholders consultative forum on the proposed amendments of the Anti-Counterfeit Act,

CHAPTER 2.0: REGULATORY, POLICY AND STANDARDS
2.1 AAK Members get prepared for Global Harmonized System (GHS) of Classification and
Labelling of Chemicals Implementation.
CHAPTER 3.0: INSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT
3.1 Corporate Governance Training and AAK Board Induction..
CHAPTER 4.0: PRODUCT STEWARDSHIP
4.1 Agrochemicals Association of Kenya (AAK) enhances the fight against Fall Army Worm
in Kenya.
4.2 Training of Spray Service Providers (SSPs) by Keringet Community Social Economic and
Enviromental Development (KCSEED).
4.3 Collection of SEPCI - EPC bags in Nyeri County.
4.4 Business linkage and product knowledge training by Osho Chemicals Industries Ltd.
4.5 Knowledge sharing workshop on the role of input distributors in enhancing farmers
access to agricultural inputs.
4.6 Business linkage forum between Fresh Produce Export Company, Vegpro (k) ltd, AAK/
CropLife Kenya SSPs and Friends of Kilimanjaro Farming Community.
2

Newsletter - April June - AAK

Chapter 1.0: PARTNERSHIP BUILDING
1.1 Agrochemicals Association of Kenya (AAK) Board meets Parliamentary
Committee on Agriculture at a breakfast meeting held at Intercontinental
Hotel - 29 May 2018.

AAK Board meets with Parliamentary Committee
Group on Agriculture at Intercontinental Hotel Nairobi

On 29th May 2018, Agrochemicals Association of Kenya
met with the Parliamentary Committee Group on
Agriculture at Intercontinental Hotel, Nairobi.
The forum was graced by the Chairperson of the
committee, Hon Adan Haji Ali, MP who was accompanied
by other members of the committee, Hon Dr. Daniel
Tuitoek, Hon Simba Paul Arati, Hon Fred Ouda, Hon
Wangwe, Hon Janet Sitienei and personnel from
the Secretariat of the Parliamentary Committee on
Agriculture and the Board of Agrochemicals Association
of Kenya.
The meeting discussed the proposed tax law
(Amendment) Bill 2018 which seeks to move a number
of items currently listed as zero-rated for VAT purposes
to the exemption schedule. The Board of Agrochemicals
noted that this move to amend the Value Added Tax
act, 2013 (No. 35 of 2013) will essentially mean that
Agricultural pest control products and all input raw
materials for manufacture of such products whether
imported or local will move from their current zero rated
status to exempt. If this move succeeds, manufacturers
will be unable to absorb the unrecoverable VAT. The
extra costs will, then, be passed on to consumers as a
price increase impacting the affordability of agricultural
inputs.

Since the government of Kenya has set agriculture,
healthcare and manufacturing as part of its main
transformation agenda over the next five years with
focus on affordability. The Board of Agrochem during
the meeting, presented their proposal as follows:
1. Zero rating all inputs and raw materials (either
produced locally or imported) supplied to manufacturers
of Agricultural pest control products. This will enable
the manufacturers of pesticides to apply for upfront
remission of VAT on direct inputs at point of purchase.
2. Zero rate finished Agricultural pest control products to
enable the manufacturers to claim any VAT incurred on
indirect inputs like electricity, transport, labor etc. that
may not be quantified for remission.
Hon. Haji in his closing remarks thanked the Parliament
Committee Group in Agriculture for attending the
meeting and the Board of AAK for organizing it. He
advised the participants of the meeting to support the
industry’s initiative since manufacturing is the key to any
development in a country and is also one of the “Big 4
Pillars” to push the Kenyan Economy.
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1.2 Meeting with Departmental Committee on Finance and National
Planning on the proposed Bill (Taxation Law Amendment) 2018.
The Agrochemicals Association of Kenya (AAK) Board members
had an opportunity to have a meeting with the Kenya National
Assembly’s Departmental Committee on Finance and National
Planning to discuss Tax laws (Amendment) Bill, 2018. The AAK
Board presented the Association’s position on the impact of the
proposed Bill on Agriculture and the country as a whole.

Participants during the proceedings at Boma Inn
Hotel, Nairobi

The meeting took place on 24th May, 2018 at the Boma Inn Hotel,
Nairobi

1.3 Strategy meeting against Counterfeits held at Eka Hotel Nairobi, 26
June 2018

Part of the team that attended the meeting.

Counterfeiting is an illicit business that has been observed
around the world for many years. Counterfeiting of Pest
Control Products in Agrochem industry has not been
left behind and therefore still remains a challenge and a
threat to the Industry. In 2016 Agrochemicals Association
of Kenya conducted a survey on counterfeiting in the
Agrochem Industry. The survey found out that the
counterfeiting vice is at 18% in Kenya. Since then
Agrochemicals Association of Kenya (AAK) took a primary
role in driving for more coordinated approaches to
tackle this menace. Through Anti-Counterfeit Steering
Committee of AAK, several strategies to fight the vice
were put into place i.e. accreditation, cleaning supply
chain, awareness creation and creating collaboration and
linkages with other relevant actors of the industry. To
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Participants during deliberations at Eka Hotel, Nairobi

date AAK has trained 366 sales and technical personnel
of member companies and 512 Agro dealers (in 22
counties) under Accreditation Scheme. However, the
association still receives many complaints from the
industry regarding incidences of fake products in the
market.
In regards to this, AAK in partnership with the Kenya
Markets Trust (KMT) on 26 June 2018 organized a
strategy meeting at Eka Hotel, Nairobi to strategize on
fight against counterfeits in the industry. The meeting
discussed innovative ways and different approaches the
industry can take up to curb the menace. The meeting
was attended by responsible personnel from Pest Control
Products Board (PCPB), which is a government agency

responsible for regulating the importation of pesticides
in Kenya, technology experts in the field of counterfeiting
and representatives from AAK member companies.
This event had the aim of improving understanding,
highlighting the difficulties being faced by AAK in
enforcement of code of practice and Accreditation scheme
and helping to bring to light more cohesive approaches,
based on current practices. In this, it sought to spotlight
the main problem areas by engaging participants in the
meeting to work through the issues. This report covers
a summary of the discussions and conclusions/way
forward reached by participants, and provides indicators
of how work in this area could be taken forward.

Highlights on the discussions
There are still incidences of counterfeiting and supply
of substandard goods due to increased demand. Most
national authorities in Kenya report about 15-20%
prevalence.
Sources of counterfeits: New agrovets /premises,
hardware stores, co-operative societies, informal vendors
(hawkers) and nonprofessional outlets
Measures put by PCPB to curb counterfeits: Increased
surveillance, opening new regional offices, increased
number of inspectors, training and awareness,
prosecution of offenders, enhanced industry selfregulation, cooperation with stakeholders, seizing of
illegal products and enhanced penalties.
Factors that could possibly increase counterfeiting:
Lenient penalties on offenders, favorable prices, print
technology, limited knowledge on counterfeiting, supply
vacuum (deficit), product brand popularity, season and
level of agricultural productivity.
Challenges in fight against counterfeits: Technology
(detection of counterfeits), lack of awareness among
consumers and traders, inadequate staffing in
government agencies like PCPB, limited cooperation
within the relevant government agencies, collusion with
the industry ,corruption, economic (poverty and lack of
employment).

Way forward

1. Enhancing use of tamper proof security measures on
packages and labels
2. Self-Regulation e.g. cleaning supply chain,
Accreditation of supplier/distributors, strong lobbying
and adherence to standards and best practice. Most
counterfeits are coming from within the industry.

There was a proposal that Industry members should
blacklist and not deal/supply any stockist/distributor
who has been found to be dealing in counterfeits.
3. Enforcement of Anti-Counterfeit legal provisions
i.e. Need for penalties that are deterrent, equating
supply of counterfeits products to economic
sabotage, emphasizing the implications on food
security, employment and competitiveness in the
agricultural sector.
4. Enhanced collaboration between various agencies
and players.
5. Small holder sensitization
- Understanding the small holder mentality
- Multi-stakeholder approach in awareness
- Creation capacity building of distribution and
stockiest continuous training
6. Deployment of more PCPB inspectors at the border/
entry points
7. Need for the industry to integrate ICT Model
(Ideas from the technology expert, who graced the
occasion.)
8. Farmer sensitization
9. Farmers to be sensitized to deal with only accredited
dealers. Once farmers start demanding to buy only
from accredited agro dealers, the agro dealers will
have no choice but to seek for accreditation from
AAK. This will help ensure that our farmers are
discontinued from accessing illegal/counterfeit
products.

Conclusions

1. Accreditation - This was voted the best strategy the
industry can use to fight counterfeits with proper support
from the Pest Control Products Board (PCPB).
2. Use of ICT - The meeting encouraged the use of
Information Technology (this to be enforced by PCPB).
3. Research Study. In order to avoid misleading statistics,
the meeting proposed a new study to be conducted on
counterfeiting.
4. Awareness creation among stakeholders.
5. Laws and Bills - There was need for a defined
procedure for penalizing the counterfeiters i.e. to
enhance penalties. AAK to support PCPB to ensure that
the bill on regulation goes through since this bill captures
matters on accreditation and regulation.
To ensure that farmers access the right product, fighting
of counterfeiting in this industry is going to be a shared
responsibility among all stakeholders!!
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1.4 Agrochemicals Association of Kenya (AAK) joins Anti-Counterfeit Agency
(ACA) in fight against counterfeits.
In line with the Agrochemicals Association of Kenya (AAK) Strategic Plan, in promoting strategic engagements among
industry and other relevant actors and strengthening of relationships with them, the Association has been working
closely with the Anti-Counterfeit Agency (ACA), a state corporation whose responsibility is to enlighten and inform the
public on matters relating to counterfeiting, combat counterfeiting, trade and other dealings in counterfeit goods, in a
bid to combating illicit trade.

1.4.1 The destruction of counterfeit goods at the Envirosafe EPZA Grounds,
Athi River.

Second from right: Elema Halake, Chris Kiptoo, Wanyama
Musiambo and MP Kanini Kega during the destruction.

Gladiator featuring as one of the counterfeit goods destroyed.

The Agrochemicals Association of Kenya (AAK)
participated in the event organized by the AntiCounterfeit Agency (ACA) to witness the destruction of
Counterfeit goods valued at Sh37 million in Athi River. The
goods were destroyed on 31st May 2018 at the Export
Processing Zone Authority (EPZA) on Mombasa Road.
The event was presided over by the head of the AntiCounterfeit Agency, Elema Halake, Deputy Head of Public
Service Wanyama Musiambo, Chairman of parliamentary
committee for Trade Kanini Kega and Trade PS Chris Kiptoo.

be counterfeited and their intellectual property rights
will be protected.

The goods included electronics, mobile phones,
electrical gadgets, clothing, detergents, stationery and
motor vehicle spare parts. There were also pesticides
(particularly gladiator), beauty products, lubricants,
toners, cartridges, alcoholic beverages and hardware.
The leaders declared war on counterfeit products, saying
Kenyan consumers must be protected. “We have an
executive order from the President to eliminate illicit
trade and we are also protected by the constitution”,
said PS Chris Kiptoo. He said many investors will enter
the Kenyan market if they are sure their goods will not

MP Kega said Parliament is ready to amend laws to give
the agency more powers to deal with counterfeiters
and those involved in illicit trade. “Enough is enough.
Destruction of counterfeit goods worth Sh37 million is a
good move but not enough. Tell us what laws to change.
We are ready to amend all the laws you want within two
weeks as Parliament,” said Kega.
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“We have remained key players in this, dealing with
primarily counterfeit goods,” said Executive Director
ACA Mr. Halake. He said ACA has nabbed Sh1.7 billion
worth of counterfeit goods and made over 840 arrests
since the agency was launched. Fake products destroyed
so far are worth Sh800 million while the rest are exhibits
in ongoing court cases.

Musambo said there are no gaps in law as far as dealing
with illicit trade and counterfeits are concerned. “The
multi-agency team that I am coordinating is basically an

enforcement and operational team. We have the laws and regulations, we do not lack any law in terms of what
we are doing,” said Musambo. He said the agency’s first focus was the country’s entry points which are the main
centres of illicit trade. The official said government officials who have overstayed in their stations should be redeployed. “The people involved in this counterfeiting business should stop it immediately,” said Musiambo.
According to Kenya Association of Manufacturers (KAM), the manufacturing industry loses an estimate of Sh30
billion annually to counterfeiting, while the government loses over Sh6 billion per year as potential tax.

1.4.2
AAK Participates in the Stakeholders Consultative Forum on the
proposed amendments of the Anti-Counterfeit Act, 2008 towards improving
service delivery of the Big 4 Agenda.
The Agrochemicals Association of Kenya on 13th June
2018 attended the Anti-Counterfeit Agency’s (ACA)
Stakeholders Consultative Forum meant to sensitize
the public on the proposed amendments of the AntiCounterfeit Act, 2008.
The forum was held in Boma Inn Hotel,Nairobi and
was presided over by the Executive Director (ACA),Mr.
Elema Halake and was attended by representatives
from different organizations.
Presentations were made on the proposed amendment
and deliberations made thereafter.Among the issues
that were raised include:i. Introduction of section 34B to the AntiCounterfeit Act 2008 on the issue of Recordation of all
Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) subsisting in all goods
imported into Kenya in a manner as prescribed in the
regulation. According to the proposed amendment,
the IPR owner will be required to provide specific
information in the prescribed form such as name of
the right,date of registration,date of expiry,copy of
registration certificate,full details of manufacturer etc.
The forum felt that the amendment on the recordation
should be made voluntary not mandatory and;

Participants at the Boma Inn Hotel.

ii. Parallel Importation which the forum
proposed would encourage counterfeiting.

Presentation of the proposed amendments of the
Anti-Counterfeit Act, 2008
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Chapter 2.0: REGULATORY, POLICY AND STANDARDS
2.1 AAK Members get prepared for Global Harmonized System (GHS) of
Classification and Labelling of Chemicals Implementation.

Group photos of the participants during the Seminar at Eka Hotel, Nairobi

The Agrochemicals Association of Kenya (AAK) recently
convened a training seminar for its members to bring
them up to speed with the Global Harmonized System
of pesticide classification and labeling of pest control
products, otherwise referred to as GHS. The event, held
on the 13th of June, 2018 at the Eka Hotel in Nairobi
was graced by facilitators from the Pest Control Products
Board (PCPB) and CropLife Africa Middle east (CLAME).
MS Evelyn Lusenaka the Chief Executive of Agrochemicals
Association of Kenya (AAK) and Chair of the proceedings,
recalled the dedicated input that reviewers from
Agrochemicals Association of Kenya (AAK), CropLife

Africa Middle East (CLAME), Pest Control Products
Board (PCPB) and specialists from member companies
went through to condense the 527-page purple book
into a 39-page manual that was customized to Kenya.
Member participation was highly encouraged during
the finalization stages of the manual. Low key response
from certain quarters at this stage was attributed to
inadequate knowledge on Global Harmonized System
(GHS) of pesticide classification and labelling of
pest control products. Since then, the Association’s
Secretariat has been continuously giving important
updates to members, so as to bridge the gap.

For more details on GHS, click the
link below to download:
http://agrochem.co.ke/download/2016-kenya-ghs-manual_15_07_2016/#
or here
http://www.pcpb.or.ke/publicparticipation/2016%20KENYA%20GHS%20MANUAL_15_07_2016-2.pdf
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Chapter 3.0: INSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT
3.1 Corporate Governance Training and Board Induction.

The Board during the training.

Group photo of the AAK Board members.

In promotion of best practices in corporate governance,
the new Board of Agrochemicals Association of Kenya
had the opportunity to undergo a one day Corporate
Governance Training followed by Board Induction. The
training and board induction took place at Elementeita
Serena at Soy Sambu.

stewardship structures and the SSP project.
2. Institutional capacity with priority areas being;
Human Resource (HR) development, communication
and marketing strategy improving operational
efficiency where board governance issues are to be
included
3. Viability and sustainability of the association through;
review of the levy, streamlining collection of the
levy, diversification of funding through partners and
projects as well as member recruitment especially in
the affiliate segment
4. Advocacy and lobbying through; creation of strategic
linkages and lobbying at legislative level on emerging
and present issues.
The chair urged the board members to commit to
attending AAK activities and more so field activities
where their presence is needed.

The Corporate Governance training was facilitated by
Centre for Corporate Governance (CCG).
The training
revolved around mandate and objectives of Agrochemicals
Association of Kenya (AAK), functions and responsibilities
of the AAK Board of Directors; Chairperson; Chief Executive
Officer and the Management of AAK.
This event was followed by induction of the new board of
AAK 2018-2021. The induction programme was a means
of providing the new board members (2018/2021) with all
the information and support they need to discharge their
mandate during their tenure at the Association.
The chairman of the association Mr. Amuyunzu outlined
the objectives of the board for the period 2018-2021 as
stated in the reviewed Strategic Plan. The objectives are
founded in 4 strategic pillars namely:
1. Product stewardship where priority areas are; Empty
pesticide container management, emerging pests,
poison information centre, food safety, streamlining

...The event which was facilitated by
Centre for Corporate Governance
took place at Lake Elementaita
Serena Camp, May 25, 2018.
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Chapter 4.0: PRODUCT STEWARDSHIP
4.1 Agrochemicals Association of Kenya (AAK) enhances the fight against
Fall Army Worm in Kenya.

SSP demonstrating, during the FAW campaign

The Fall Army worm (FAW) - Spodoptera frugiperda pest
continues to threaten food security in Kenya. To combat
the spread of FAW across the country that could cause
extensive yield losses in crops attacked especially Maize
production which is a staple for many households in the
country, the Agrochemicals Association of Kenya (AAK)
has scaled up its efforts to deal with this scourge.
Since the pest was reported in Kenya, AAK has been
raising awareness through farmer field days, exhibitions,
seminars and workshops on Fall Army Worm .This is
particularly targeting Extension Officers, technical
staff, selected farmers and general farmers in different
counties. The aim of the programme is to educate the
target groups on the various approaches which they can
adopt in control of FAW. One of these is an Integrated
Pest Management (IPM) approach. In the case of IPM,
immediate recommendations include; awareness on
FAW symptoms, early detection and control including
beneficial agronomic practices available. Another
approach is national preparation and communication of
a list of recommended and regulated pesticides and bio
pesticides and their appropriate application methods.
This will ensure affected rural communities can learn
how to effectively monitor the situation of FAW in their
respective localities. This will in turn facilitate timely and
effective control actions for army worms to minimize
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FAW awareness campaign in Kisumu county

and avoid crop losses in the country. Over the past three
months, AAK in collaboration with its stakeholders has
managed to hold farmer field days awareness campaigns
on FAW in three (3) counties i.e Bungoma, Kisumu and
Uasin Gishu.
The Programme is a joint effort by AAK and its member
companies, respective county governments, Kenya
Markets Trust (KMT), Pest Control Products Board (PCPB),
Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service (KEPHIS), Ward
Agricultural Officers (WAOs) and other stakeholders.
To ensure a good number of farmers were reached ,
AAK adopted different strategies including; bulk SMS
to farmers, local radio adverts, review meetings with
relevant stakeholders, use of mobilization caravans tools,
transport vehicles (for transporting farmers to and fro
their respective wards) among others. The number of
farmers reached per county for this quarter is summarized
by the chart below;

FAW Campaign in Bungoma, Mabanga ATC

SSPs during the event in Bungoma, Mabanga ATC

FAW Moiben,Eldoret

FAW awareness campaign at Obambo Chief ‘s camp in Kisumu
county
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4.2 Training of Spray Service Providers (SSPs) by Keringet Community Social
Economic and Environmental Development (KCSEED).

In line with supporting the potato / KCSEED partnership
supported by 2SCALE, Agrochemicals Association of
(AAK) recruited and trained 30 SSPs of KCSEED at Keringet
(Nakuru) on 21st-25th May 2018 in the establishment
of a network of professional spray service providers in
Nakuru County. The overall aim of establishing a network
of SSPs is to stem the adverse effects that emanate from
mishandling of pesticides on human and environmental
health which can only be addressed through safe use
training, community sensitization and proper handling of
Pest Control Products (PCPs) according to set international
guidelines.
KCSEED foundation is a community based programme
in Nakuru, Kenya. The programme was initiated in April
2012 modeled on Global Management Approach (GMA)
where community members started by mapping the
available resources and subsequently effectively and
efficiently using the same resources for the community’s
health and prosperity. Overall aim of KCSEED programme
is realization of a healthy community which is socially,
economically and culturally developed, living in harmony

with their environment.

Highlights of the Training
a) IPM and Introduction to Pesticides Training
Thirty (30) Spray Service Providers (SSPs) were trained
on key aspects of crop pest and diseases, scouting of
pests in the farms and implementation of an integrated
pest management programme. The training aimed at
equipping the SSPs with a wide variety of pest control
methods other that application of chemical products to
ensure sustained ecosystem vibrancy and human health
over a long period of time.
As part of the training the SSPs were trained by Pest
Control and Products Board (PCPB) officers on critical
aspects related to types of pesticides, reading of pesticide
labels, counterfeit labels and pesticide legislations. This
training was aimed at ensuring that the SSPs will in their
activities ensure compliance to purchase and consumption
of legalized pest control products.

SSPs Trained at Mau Gate Resort, Keringet Kuresoi South sub-county, Nakuru
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b) Responsible Use and Spraying Skills Training
The trainees were also trained on responsible use of pesticides (purchase, transport, storage, use and handling and
disposal), personal protective equipment, mixing of different pesticides, spraying skills (Pre-Harvest Intervals (PHI), ReEntry Intervals (REI), Calibration of Knapsack, Application methods) and record keeping.
c) Training and Facilitation Skills Training
As part of their outreach activities during offering services to their farmers, the SSPs underwent a practical session
on training and facilitation. In this session, each of the 30 SSPs was assigned a specific, given three 3 days for proper
preparation and then evaluated by the facilitators on their presentation, delivery, awareness of subject matter,
creativity and time management skills.
D) Testing and Evaluation Sessions
During the 5-day training, the SSPs underwent three different evaluations that included Training and Facilitation
evaluation, Practical Techniques evaluation and a Written Test evaluation and an each SSP given an Assignment on
Calibration and Measuring of pesticides.

4.3 Collection of SEPCI - Empty Pesticide Containers (EPC) bags in Nyeri
County
The 4th Collection of Empty Pesticide Containers (EPC)
was carried out in Nyeri County at the end of May 2018.
This exercise was undertaken in the five sub-counties of
Nyeri Municipality, Mathira East, Mathira West, Kieni East
and Kieni West. The exercise was undertaken through a
collaboration of the AAK/CropLife Kenya, Directorate of
Agriculture Nyeri County, AAK’s Spray Service Providers
(SSPs) and Environmental Combustion Consultants
Limited (ECCL).
A total of 2.4 Tonnes of EPC was collected from the 5 Zones
and transported to the Main Central Collection Centre
in Karatina, Nyeri County and thereafter transported to
ECCL for incineration.

EPC Containers being collected from the various collection centres
for transportation.

There was increased output and remittance observed
from Agro-dealer stockists, farmers groups, coffee
societies and SSP who involved in remission of the EPC
Centres in the County compared to previous years. This
is an indicator that farmers are now well sensitized on
the need to properly dispose the EPC waste and they are
adopting this novel intention.
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Agrodealer Stockists in Nyeri Remit EPC Collected at their shops.

Part of the task force that did the collection.

4.4 Business linkage and product knowledge training by Osho
Chemicals Industries Ltd to the Nakuru County AAK/CropLife kenya
SSPs at Nakuru Eastmark Hotel June 29 2018

On 29th of June 2018 , Osho Chemical Industries Ltd
undertook a pilot networking and adoption exercise to
train and build the capacity of CropLife Kenya Certified
Spray Service Providers (SSPs) in Nakuru County. The
key focus of the forum was to ensure Osho Ltd adopts
and links with the Spray Service Providers in Nakuru
county with an aim of promoting their products as brand
ambassadors and to diversify the skill sets and business
portfolios of the existing SSP businesses. The forum
was attended by eight (8) officials from Osho Chemical
Industries Ltd, forty (40) Certified Croplife Kenya SSPs
and the Croplife Kenya SSP Field Coordinator.
In addition to offering Professional Spray Services on
farmers’ crops, the Nakuru County SSPs also offer scouting
of pests and diseases, farmer advisory on IPM and GAP
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practices, fumigation of public facilities, vaccination and
spraying of livestock, fertilizer and foliar application to
crops in the area and repair and distribution of knapsacks
services. As a key output, the business linkage training
forum aimed at enhanced business linkages between
CropLife Kenya SSPs and Osho Chemical Industries Ltd.
in Nakuru County in all its product line portfolios in a
bid to gain trained and certified brand ambassadors at
the community level who are able to serve its farmers in
responsible use of the Crop Protection Products.

Participants during the proceedings at Eastmark Hotel Nakuru

AAK’ s SSPs and Osho Chemical Industries Ltd Staff during the
training at Eastmark Hotel Nakuru

4.5 Knowledge sharing workshop on the role of input distributors in
enhancing farmers access to agricultural inputs by Kenya Markets Trust
(KMT) 13 June 2018 at Eka Hotel, Nairobi

Kenya Markets Trust (KMT), a trademark of Market
Development Trust, is a Kenyan organization that works
in partnership with the private sector; county & national
governments; Associations; Local and Internationals
Partners to unleash large scale, sustainable market
growth by changing the underlying incentives, capacities
and rules that shape how market systems work.In order
to realize its objectives the Agrochemicals Association
of Kenya has been working closely with KMT.
On 13th June 2018,KMT at EKA Hotel invited its partner
organizations for a plenary workshop to discuss and find
best solutions for inputs distributors in enhancing farmer
access to information and inputs in the Kenyan market.
In this forum partner organizations gave presentations
on the mutual gains made in their respective markets
through enhanced collaborations with KMT in the
previous years and months. AAK/CropLife Kenya and
KMT have been since embarked on a collaborative
partnership since November 2016 on County Level
Workshops and Expos aimed at improving farmers’
access to and effective use of agricultural inputs among
other services.

Workshop proceedings at Eka Hotel Nairobi

Workshop proceedings at Eka Hotel Nairobi
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4.6 Business linkage forum between Fresh Produce Export Company,
Vegpro (k) ltd, AAK/CropLife Kenya SSPs and friends of Kilimanjaro
Farming Community in Kimana, in Kajiado County.

Fresh Produce Exporter Business Linkage Forum between AAK/
CropLife Kenya SSPs, Vegpro (K) Ltd and Friends of Kilimanjaro
(FOK) Community Farmers in Kimana, Kajiado South

Vegpro’s crop production practices are grounded on the
Global Good Agricultural Practices (GlobalGAP), which
are recognised by fresh produce markets and growers
worldwide as a measure for achieving a sustainable
production. In collaboration with FOKI farmers of Kajiado
South, it aims at adopting and engaging the exisiting
pool of trained and certified AAK or CropLife Kenya Spray
Service Providers (SSPs) in Kimana, Rombo and Kuku
areas that have a combined farmer database of over 600
farmers.
The key focus of the business linkage forum to Vegpro and
FOKI was to meet the CropLife Kenya SSPs in the region
and establish their skill sets prior to engaging them in
service provision in their outgrower zones in the area.
Adoption and utilization of the SSPs by Vegpro not only
means it complies with the Certification standards but
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Vegpro (K) Ltd, Loitoktok Production Manager, addressing AAK/
CropLife Kenya SSPs.

also that its over 600 farmers in the region are producing
their crops in a safe and sustainable manner while
utilizing crop protection products. For the SSPs, this was
a forum that enabled them to showcase their services,
competencies and contact details to the VP Company and
FOKI community farmers.
Key outputs and deliverables expected
1. Vegpro (K) Ltd will utilize and adopt the SSPs in their
over 600 out-grower farms.
2. Vegpro (K) Ltd will move to mobilize, train and
sensitize their out-grower farmer in collaboration
with the SSPs in their adoption in abid to boost
GlobalGAP certification compliance, Responsible Use
of Pesticides, Management of pesticide resistance and
fight counterfeits in the region through community
meetings and barazas.

Agrochemicals Association Of Kenya/CropLife Kenya
Cooper Center (Mashiara Park),
Off Waiyaki Way, Kaptagat Rd
P.O.Box 13809 – 00800
Nairobi, Kenya

Wireless: 020 2464811, 020 2464812
Mobile:+254 734447777, +254 710447777
Email: info@agrochem.co.ke
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