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1.1 Kenya Celebrates World Food Safety
Day – 2022
This year, the agrochem industry joined the rest of
the world in marking the World Food Safety Day on
Tuesday 7 June 2022; the theme was ‘Safer food,
better health’. AAK has been at the forefront of
creating awareness on the importance of producing
safe food for Kenya’s growing population. Food is
considered safe when it is free from microbial and
chemical contaminants which can be introduced
during production or post-harvest. Maximum
Residue Levels ( MRL’s) are the maximum allowable
levels of pesticides which can be found in food after
application of pesticides. They are determined in
a scientific way during development of products
and are guided by the World Health Organization.
Pesticides are usually degraded in the crop and very
low levels of residues below the MRL are proven to
pose no danger to human health.

BASF EA Ltd, UPL/Arysta, CLK Africa Ltd, Kenagro
Suppliers Ltd, Osho Chemical Industry, Agrichem
Africa, Elgon Kenya Ltd, East African Business
Company, Twiga Chemical Industries Ltd, Amiran
Kenya Ltd, Cereal Growers Association (CGA),
County Government of Meru and other partners
commemorated an industry pesticide safety
day on 7th June 2022 in Meru County, at Kaguru
ATC. The theme of the campaign ‘Safer food,
better health’ served as a platform where the
industry was able to showcase the association’s
stewardship initiatives, demonstrating the
industry’s commitment to food safety systems.

As part of our awareness campaigns on the
responsible use of crop protection products, AAK in
partnership with Ministry of Agriculture, Bayer EA
Ltd, Syngenta E.A Ltd, Corteva AgriScience Kenya Ltd,

The successful event was attended by Hon.
Lawrence Angola Omuhaka, CAS - Ministry of
Agriculture, Meru County Governor – H.E Hon.
Kiraitu Murungi, Meru County Commissioner, Pest
Control Products Board (PCPB), representatives
from the Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service
(KEPHIS), AAK members and over 2,000 farmers,
among many other stakeholders.

A section of the attendees of the Industry Pesticide Safety Day

Distribution of PPEs to farmers during Industry Pesticide Safety Day

‘‘

...AAK has been at the forefront of creating awareness
on the importance of producing safe food for Kenya’s
growing population.

AAK/CLK - ACTIVITY REPORT - APRIL TO JUNE 2022

3

The industry comprising of AAK members and
stakeholders were able to highlight a set of specific
actions the industry is taking to ensure safer food
through responsible pest management.
Our key food safety social media messages were
tailored toward creating awareness:

•
•
•
•
•

Follow label instructions
Observe pre-harvest intervals
Use of personal protective equipment
Dispose of used containers safely
Understand the health risks of contaminated
food

Please remember these simple steps
for safer food and better health.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Follow label instructions.
Observe pre-harvest intervals.
Use personal protective equipment.
Dispose of used containers safely.
Understand the risks of contaminated
food.

Download & Read our Industry Pesticide
Safety Week Achievement Report.
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1.2 Our Corporate Responsibility and
Commitments
(a) Advancing Our Corporate Commitment to the National
Tree-cover Campaign
As part of our corporate social responsibility
programme, AAK has taken the leading role
in environmental protection and preservation
through contributing towards the afforestation in
the country and, so far, has committed to plant 100
acres in Likia, Mau Forest.
Planting trees is one of the enjoyable and most
sustainable ways to positively affect the environment
and AAK will always continue contributing towards
this noble cause. AAK Board, during its retreat held
at the Serena Hotel, Mombasa, from the 2nd to
the 4th of June 2022 took advantage of the Serena
Hotels’ conservation scheme which encourages
guests at the hotel to participate and plant their own
trees. AAK left its mark through this noble cause of
planting a tree. Whatever the occasion, the AAK
will always be happy to help fulfill the presidential
directive of the realization of 2 billion national tree
growing campaign.
So far, the association has planted a total of 56 acres
of land with trees, out of the targeted 100 acres in
Mau, Likia Forest. You can help the association
reach that target by contributing whenever called
upon to do so.

Tree planting session by AAK Board members during the retreat in
Mombasa at the Serena Hotel

(b) Our corporate commitment to support the
underprivileged in our society -the Heart-to-Heart Annual
Fundraising Walk/Run 2022
The Karen Hospital Heart-to-Heart Foundation
raises funds for heart surgeries for children from
underprivileged backgrounds. Each year, the
foundation seeks to raise more funds in order to
help more children suffering from heart-related
diseases.
During this year’s Heart Run and Walk, AAK
was not left behind and, for the first time, the
association was able to partner with Karen
Hospital Heart Run Foundation to help raise
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funds for the needy children suffering from
heart-related ailments.
The Heart Run and Walk 2022 took place on 18th
June 2022 at Carnivore grounds. The Secretariat
participated in this noble cause by joining in on
the 11KM walk and run.

2.0 - OUR PRODUCT STEWARDSHIP
ACTIVITIES
Our product stewardship team strives to provide guidance on the responsible handling of
pesticides from the manufacturing stage and along the supply chain, during application of
the products, and finally at the disposal stage.

2.1 Poison Information Centre
2.1 Spread the Message, we have a Revamped Toll-Free Line

0800720021
0800730031

TOLL FREE LINES
AAK has revamped the toll-free Poison Information
Management Service which is currently up and
running since January 2022. The service is now
able to handle all calls, including stray calls on
product inquiries which are not related to pesticide
poisoning. The toll-free lines are 0800720021 and
0800730031.
In the 2nd quarter of 2022 spanning April to June,
the centre received a total of 883 calls out of which
only 49 were related to exposure to pesticides.
The data on general inquiries related to chemical
measurements, recommendation of products for
plant, animal and public health pest control can be
found in the members section of the AAK website.
Results from the recent study on trends of pesticide
use by small and medium scale farmers indicate
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that farmers have limited awareness of the
presence this useful service and we urge all
members to remind their staff, distributors, and
farmers about the toll-free line. Members should
look out for more updates on the improvements
going on for the toll-free line in the next quarter.
The revamped Poison Information and
Management Service offers the following services
to farmers and members.
•
•
•

Round the clock access to professional
assistance for pesticide exposure cases.
Product assistance for stray callers inquiring
on product recommendations, dosage rates
and other agronomic inquiries.
Analytics for members (in the members
section) which include adverse cases and
specific product inquiries.
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2.2 Partnership with Bayer for Medical Personnel Training
Under the Safe Use Ambassadors Programme
It is never the wish of anyone to be harmed by
pesticides but every once in a while, exposure does
occur either due to negligence or human error.
The first point of call for a victim who is showing
persistent symptoms is a hospital and they know
that they shall find a doctor to give them relief.
To enhance the capacity of medical personnel in the
diagnosis and management of pesticide exposure,

Bayer East Africa teamed up with AAK and the
Kenyatta National Hospital to give a series of
trainings. Every Wednesday afternoon in May,
over 1,000 medical professionals participated
in a training where pesticide toxicology and
management of poisoning was discussed in
depth by a panel of international toxicology
experts.

A recording of the training can be
found on YouTube by following this
link.
Pesticide Toxicology & Management of
Poisoning : Why Protect Crops - Basics
for Health - YouTube

2.3 Mwea Irrigation Scheme Farmers Receive Training and
New Empty Pesticide Collection Centres
Mwea irrigation scheme in Central Kenya is one of
the leading rice production sites in the Country.
Adjacent to the scheme, there are farms where
significant horticultural production for export
and the local market is undertaken. Pesticides
therefore come in handy to keep off the many pests
and diseases of these crops.
In partnership with Corteva, AAK undertook a series
of trainings in May 2022 to update farmers on
the proper application and disposal of pesticides.
In the process, AAK also established 10 empty
pesticide container collection centres to provide a
sustainable solution to these farmers. The trainings
also highlighted the use of AAK trained Spray
Service Providers who are available at the irrigation
scheme as well as the maintenance of application
equipment and the importance of using Personal
Protective Equipment (PPEs).

Figure 1Responsible Use Training by AAK
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The collection centres have already netted over
200 kilograms of waste and through awareness
creation, the Mwea Irrigation Scheme is headed for a
container-free future.
Figure 1Responsible Use Training by AAK

2.4 Empty Pesticide Container (EPC) Management

01

EPC DRIVE IN MERU

02
03

14 COLLECTION CENTERS
47 MARKETS IN 10 WARDS SENSITIZED

04

OVER 700 KGS COLLECTED AND COUNTING
Ministry of Agriculture, CAS – Hon. Lawrence Angola
flagging of EPC

As part of Safety Week 2022, AAK in partnership with Bayer
E.A Ltd, Corteva AgriScience Kenya Ltd, Syngenta E.A Ltd,
Cereal Growers Association (CGA), County Government of
Meru and other partners undertook an Empty Pesticide
Container management awareness campaign in 10 wards of
Meru County. The caravan bearing the message snaked its
way through 47 market centres, educating farmers on the
importance of triple rinsing, puncturing, flattening and delivery
of their empty pesticide containers to the newly established
collection centres. The message was well received by the over
2,000 farmers who were reached. While in Meru don’t forget to
visit your nearest farmer service center for more information
on proper disposal of expired pesticides and empty pesticide
containers. We count on your support to keep the collection
centres active by publicizing the centres located at the following
spots.
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Collection of EPC for proper disposal
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Ward & Collection Centers

1
2
3
4

Abothuguci West
Collection Centers: Kithaku & Kathiranga

Kianjai
Collection Centers: Kalithira & Mitunt u

Kibirichia
Collection Centers: Murinya, Mujujune & Kibirichi a

5
6
7

Mbeu
Collection Center: Makandi

Nkomo
Collection Centers: Kagaene, & Kithiiri

Ruiri Rwarera
Collection Centers: Ruiri, Kwa Koome & Rwarer a

Kiirua Naari
Collection Centers: Mbaaria, Ndunyu, & Marinya ya Ruibi

‘‘

...don’t forget to visit your nearest farmer service center
for more information on the proper disposal of expired
pesticides and empty pesticide containers.

2.5 Study on Pesticide Use Patterns and Residues in Kale,
Tomato, and Onions
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2.6 Spray Service Provider (SSP) Linkages to Agrodealers
and Stakeholders Achievements by 437 KCDMS SSPs
MALE FARMERS

3,123

FEMALE FARMERS

1,966

TOTAL FARMERS

5,089

ACRES SPRAYED

3,684

LIVESTOCK SPRAYED

6,401

Kshs EARNED

2,378,410M

Spray Service Providers require close linkage to their farmers as
well as to other agricultural professionals who can mentor them
on good agricultural practices and transfer positive attitudes and
experiences from elsewhere. In May 2022, AAK facilitated six (6)
stakeholder linkage forums in Migori, Kisii, Kisumu, Kakamega,
Homa Bay and Vihiga counties. The forums were attended by
stakeholders such as One Acre Fund, Cereal Growers Association,
Digi Farm, Mudete Tea Factory, Gusii Coffee Farmers Union, Sony
Sugar Company,
FIPS Africa, AAK member companies and
the respective County Agricultural Departments who deliberated
on how to make the best use of Spray Service Providers in their
respective value chains and operations. Such linkages are important
in fostering a collaborative spirit between the potential customers
and the SSPs. AAK looks forward to further linkages as the SSPs
continue to demonstrate the viability of the concept through
their operations.
Five SSP associations have been registered
as Community Based Organizations (CBO) in Kisumu, Migori,
Kakamega, Kisii and Vihiga counties further opening their potential
to exploit opportunities in public health pest management as
well as contracting with public and private producer groups and
organizations.

Figure 3; An SSP–farmer interaction session in Vihiga County.
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2.7 Partnerships in Product Stewardship, Information
Dissemination and Linkages
In the 2nd quarter of 2022, AAK demonstrated its willingness to partner with other organizations by
attending several events organized by our partners/stakeholders. The message that industry, through
AAK, conveyed to stakeholders and participants was that the use of pesticides was a key option for
meaningful production, and it needs to be safeguarded through responsible handling and application.

(a) The 5th National Potato Conference and Trade Fair held on
19th and 20th May 2022.
The conference gave priority to discussions
on creating opportunities for youth in
the potato value and this includes from
production through the SSPs, to marketing
and value addition on the other end. Other
key discussion points were access to quality

inputs and management of pests and disease in times
of climate change.
The event was graced by, among others, the CS for
Agriculture Hon. Peter Munya as well as over 300
farmers and stakeholders.

2.8 Media Engagements on Product Stewardship
Between April and June 2022, AAK got several opportunities in various vernacular radio stations to
disseminate key messages on the importance of Personal Protective Equipment, the use of Integrated
Pest Management, adherence to the pesticide labels, the use of SSPs and avoidance of counterfeit
products. We thank the radio listeners who tuned in to the 30–45-minute morning shows and made
valuable contribution to the debate on responsible use of pesticides for sustainable production in
Kenya.

CORO FM- morning talk show
PWANI FM -morning talk show
INGO FM - morning talk show

OVER

300,000

LISTENERS

RADIOC ITIZEN -A dvert and Tea break tips
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3.0 ANTI-COUNTERFEIT ACTIVITIES
This focus area deals with regular trainings and awareness creation through accreditation of the
technical staff of the member companies, accrediting of the agro-dealer and continuous training of
farmers and stockists, collaboration, and law enforcement.

3.1 Anti -Counterfeit Outreach in North Rift
Agrochemicals Association of Kenya (AAK)
in collaboration with the Kenya National
Farmers Federation (KENAFF) and AntiCounterfeit Authority (ACA) organized an
outreach programme of awareness through
radio messaging and farmer field days in the
counties of Trans-Nzoia and Uasin-Gishu to
educate farmers on Counterfeit agricultural
inputs/products during the long rains planting
season. Through the partnership, over 490
farmers were reached with messages on
avoidance of counterfeit inputs which are a
threat to crop production in the country’s food
basket regions.
The events took place at Chebororwa ATC
in Uasin Gishu and KALRO Kitale in March

2022 and was graced by, among others, the Anti
Counterfeit Authority, KENAFF, the respective County
Commissioners, Kenya Industrial Property Institute
(KIPI), Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service
(KEPHIS), Seed Trade Association of Kenya (STAK),
Kenya Bureau of Standards (KEBS), Western Seed
Company, Kenya Seed Company, and some AAK
members — Bayer Crop Science and Elgon Kenya.
The radio spots emphasized the avoidance of
counterfeits by encouraging farmers to be vigilant
and avoid counterfeits by knowing their suppliers,
and to purchase their products from licensed and/
or accredited agrodealers. Cheap is expensive in the
long run and counterfeits and illegal products lead to
unsafe food in the country.

3.2 World Anti-Counterfeit Day celebrations
The Anti-Counterfeit Authority of Kenya
marked this year’s World Anti-counterfeit
Day with a series of events held on 8th , 9th,
and 15th June 2022. On 8th & 9th of June, an
open exhibition and plenary meeting were
held in Machakos while on the 15th of June,
ACA launched the Recordation of Intellectual
Property Regulations in Nairobi. Earlier in May,
a sensitization webinar had been organized for
AAK members where 77 participants got to
understand the recordation concept and its
potential impact on business.
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The Recordation Regulations (2021) aim to compel
all importers of finished products to register the
intellectual property rights of their products, either
issued in country of origin or in Kenya, with the
authority but at a fee. This is bound to cause an
increase in the cost of business, in an already hostile
business environment turbulent from climate
change, increased power costs, fuel costs, taxes and
inflation, to name but a few. The implementation has
however been pushed to January 2023 and this offers
an opportunity for engagement with the regulators
on how to best cushion members from their yoke.
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4.0 REGULATORY, POLICY AND
STANDARDS
AAK, through its Regulatory, Policy and Standards focus area, advocates for a science-based, enabling
regulatory environment that protects human and environmental safety, and promotes innovation to
drive agricultural growth. The association also supports self-governance within the sector by ensuring
adherence to the association’s Code of Practice and the FAO International Code of Conduct on Pesticide
Management.

4.1 Status of New Bill and
amendment of laws &
regulations
AAK has been keen on the laws and regulations,
whether new or amendments, that affect the
business environment in terms of provision
of PCPs and other agro-inputs to the Kenyan
farmers.
Some of the impeding laws and regulations
changes are highlighted in the next section:

4.2 PCP Bill &regulations
The Pest Control Products Bill and Regulations
are now heading to final stages of approval
after the national validation exercise which
was held on 20th April 2022. The PCP Bill and
Regulations has been handed over to the
ministry by PCPB and the Permanent Secretary
(PS), Ministry of Agriculture, has since made
presentations to Permanent Secretaries from
other ministries.

4.3 Anti-counterfeits Authority
Recordation Regulations
The Anti-counterfeit Authority (ACA), in trying to
manage cases of imports of counterfeited products,
amended their regulations to include a requirement
that all owners of any intellectual property rights
record/register these at the authority and relates
to goods to be imported into Kenya accompanied
by the fee specified in the Second Schedule to
the Regulations. The authority circulated a notice
requiring registration by 1st July 2022 in readiness
for implementation of the regulation but deferred it
to January 2023.
Agrochemicals Association of Kenya registered the
impeding challenges to the amended regulations
and the need to have a focused discussion with KIPI
and PCPB to evaluate the impact of regulations,
which include high cost of products, logistical delays,
and double regulation of the products. The authority
launched the recordation regulations on 15th June
2022.

4.4 Government of Kenya Mark of Quality Bill, 2021
Government of Kenya Quality Bill 2021 which originated from the Ministry of Internal Security but is
more aligned to the Ministry of Finance through KRA was circulated to the industry for comments. It is
an ACT of Parliament to provide for adoption and application of an integrated Government of Kenya
Mark for affixing on certified products, to provide for consequential amendments to various statutes,
and for connected purposes. The mark shall be in the form prescribed by the Cabinet Secretary, in
consultation with and on the advice of the Inter-agency Committee and any other agency which is
responsible for implementing other written laws where affixing on products is required. PCPB and
KEPHIS will be members of the Inter-agency Committee.

AAK submitted the comments pointing to expected impact including the following:
•

•

This will definitely result in increased cost of products to the farmer. It also seems to
be a duplication of PCPB role (too much regulation). The labels are already crowded
and hardly have enough space for the current information and adding more will
further complicate the label.
The quality mark on pest control products is the registration number and therefore
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•
•

Sections 5(1) and 10 should include Pest Control Products Board and Pest Control Products
Act, Cap 346 respectively.
Under the Scheduled include Amendments to the Pest Control Products Acts to take care of
the registration number as the quality mark.
Memorandum of objects and reasons under Third part should include (h) Pest Control
Products Acts, cap 346.

4.5 Status of active ingredients Review by PCPB
The Pest Control Products Board had earlier
asked the industry to provide risk assessment
reports by November 2021. However, AAK
intervened and requested that evaluation could
start with products which have already been
submitted. Most of the members were able to
submit risk assessment reports on time.
CropLife had committed to support the review
process of 25% of the active ingredients, which
translated to four (4) active ingredients and
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associated formulations. Evaluation of the first two
(2) active ingredients and associated formulations
was conducted in December 2021. The last two
(2) active ingredients and associated formulations
were completed between 9th and 14th May 2022,
and the report is currently being drafted.
The next stage involves the cost–benefit analysis
and process and engagement by the technical
registration committee of PCPB. We expect the
industry to be also involved in the processes.
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